ESCHATOLOGY 101
Session 5
Survey of Revelation Chapters 12-14
Chapter 12
     In this chapter after having his great wrath thwarted the dragon (Satan) is enraged with the woman (Israel), and goes off to make war with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus.
     Satan is now a three time loser. He has failed to destroy the man child, he has lost the war in heaven, and he has been unable to destroy the woman. Now he’s coming after the rest of her children, Jew or Gentile. If you live a godly life in Christ Jesus, you will be persecuted. The Christian life is not a playground; it’s a battleground! If you live for Jesus Christ in this life, there will be suffering, but the rewards will be eternal life.

1. Sun, moon and twelve stars. Israel is the woman, the twelve stars the twelve tribes of Israel, the son is Jesus who will rule throughout eternity.  Israel has a special place in its covenant relationship to God himself.  This special relationship is not dependent on what it does, but on the faithfulness of God himself and his word.
2 Enormous red dragon.  This is Satan.  This Dragon has seven heads and ten horns.  The seven heads represent 7 kingdoms that have been under the authority of  Satan throughout the life of Israel.  These kingdoms have had a special place in the history of Israel…these kingdoms all persecuted or tried to kill the nation Israel.  They are:  Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome and the last empire which is still debated.  We will debate this question later on in the book of Revelation for this moment, know that we are fairly certain of the first 6, but the 7th is debatable.  The 10 horns represent 10 kings that were part of these 7 kingdoms.  Satan has always made it a point to go after and try to destroy the woman from the beginning!  
3. A third of the stars.  When Satan rebelled against God he convinced a third of the heavenly angels to align with him.  He must be mighty and convincing in order to sway a 1/3 of the angels who have been in the presence of God to follow him.  Our opponent is not without credentials or power so we need to be fully aware of this fact as we study the end of the age and Satan’s eventual demise.  He will not go without a fight
4.  Devour her child.  We know from this text that Satan planned and attempted to end the life of this promised child but was unable to.  Joseph warned in a dream took Mary and the child and fled to Egypt out of the reach of Herod who wanted to kill the child to preserve his hold on power.   The wise men from the east gave them some time to escape by returning to their own country by another route instead of Jerusalem.  God works thing out to his will!!


Future Prophecy: War in Heaven: The Great Tribulation

5.  Fled into the wilderness. This is part of the seventieth week of Daniel, when Israel is protected by God during the second three and a half year period of time.  It is initiated at the middle of the 70th week of Daniel at a point call “The Abomination of Desolation.”  This is described by Jesus in Matthew 24 when he tells the Jews to flee when they see this event taking place because what is about to happen will be unequalled in all of history.
6.  War broke out in Heaven.   The timing of this event is unsure but most likely happening around the event called the Abomination of Desolation.  When Satan is cast out of Heaven to the earth with his angelic followers, he will give his full authority to the Antichrist and enter into him to empower him for 3 ½ years.  He will be enraged for he will know that his time is running out.  This is also evidence that Satan currently has access to the throne of God.  This coupled with the book of Job illustrates that Satan really is the accuser before God night and day.
7. He pursued the woman.  After being hurled to earth and entering into the world leader we call the Antichrist, he will pursue the woman as they flee into the wilderness to a place prepared for this hour.  Many scholars believe this could be in the area of Petra in southern Jordan which is an area filled with caves and canyons.  The Bible says that they will be protected by God from the Antichrist and his forces.  This will enrage the Antichrist even more.  
8. Wage war against the rest of her off-spring.   When the Antichrist cannot get to the Jewish remnant that escapes to the wilderness, he will go off to a world-wide campaign against all those who hold to the testimony of Jesus.  This would be believers world wide.  This is not great news for the church but it will be good for us to understand what is coming so that we will be in a position to have the faith to stand firm.  What an opportunity this will be for us!!  

Chapter 13
     One of the most remarkable tours available to visitors to Washington, D.C. is the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. It is fascinating to learn 
about the process by which paper money is made. One common question is “What’s the best way to avoid receiving counterfeit bills?” The answer is always the same: “Just learn the marks of a true bill.”
     In Revelation 13 we’ll see the emergence of an Unholy Trinity: the Great Dragon, the Beast, and the False Prophet. This trio of wickedness will be bent on deceiving and destroying the world. The message of this chapter is much the same as the rest of Scripture, maintain a close relationship with Jesus the true one, and those who are cheap imitations will never deceive or destroy you.
     There are two sections to Chapter 13; verses 1-10 depict the Beast from “out of the sea”, this Beast represents civil and military power. Verses 11-18 describe the Beast from “out of the earth”, the second Beast represents religious and media power in the service of the first Beast. Both Beasts are instruments of the Dragon to persecute the church and to deceive an unbelieving world.

The Beast of Seven Heads and Ten Horns (Revelation 13:1-10)

1.  10 horns & 7 heads.  There will be ten nations that will rise up to serve the beast.  Out of those three nations will serve one leader and that leader will dominate the other seven.
2. The fatal wound had been healed. The Antichrist had been slain with a military weapon and had come back to life, because of this miraculous event and others people will be deceived.
3. To wage war against God’s holy people. (saints)   This will tie in to the statement in chapter 12 which talks about the fact that Satan was enraged and went off to make war on the offspring of the Jews, those who hold to the testimony of Jesus.  The fact that it states that he wages war against God’s holy people and defeats them is very challenging to think about.  This verse also shows proof for the Pre-wrath position. 
4. Patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of God’s people. More evidence that the church will still be around. This verse also refers to the churches of Philadelphia and Smyra. Some will be persecuted, some will be captured, some will be killed.  We need to bear up under the pressure of a world that is intent on defeating anything that resembles God or Jesus.  This pressure will be global in scope and intense in nature.  Faith will be required.  

The False Prophet (Revelation 13:11-18)

5. Whose fatal wound had been healed. The wound had been to the head with a military weapon, now this person had come back to life. A counterfeit Christ.  If Jesus was dead and was raised, so this counterfeit Jesus must do the same.  This will not be a cheap magician’s trick!  This will be done with real power from Satan.
6. To give breath to the image.   Another counterfeit, somehow it is deceitfully done.  An image will be set up and breath will be given to it so it lives.  Could it be holographic images?  It will be interesting to see how this prophetic word plays out.
7. To receive a mark.  Yet another counterfeit.  This mark will be unique setting those apart who have given their worship to the Antichrist.  Most think that this will be a chip that will enable people to buy & sell.  It will also most likely act as a tracking device and posses personal information about the individual such as financial and medical records.   Without a chip, no one would be able to transact any kind of purchase or receive medical care.  Total control is the Antichrist’s goal.  
8. His number is 666.   The number seven represent God’s number.  It represents perfection and completion.  The number 6 represents imperfect man. What the mysterious 666 stands for no one is sure. Maybe it is some type  of bar code technology. Maybe  part of the ‘shahadah’
Which is the Islamic confession of faith.  One suggestion has been put forth that each “6” represents a seven year period of time.  The first 6 represents the period of time when man installs his financial system.  The second 6 represents the time period when man installs his political system.  The final seven year period is when man installs his religious system.  Just one idea.   

Chapter 14
     In the midst of the darkness and undiluted evil, the Lamb is seen standing on Mount Zion. The significance of this portrait of Christ standing on Mount Zion cannot be overstated. The Seed of the Woman who will crush Satan’s head and whom Satan had attempted to murder at birth is alive and well and standing on Mount Zion, the very heart of Jerusalem, His capital city. But the Lamb is not alone. Standing on Mount Zion with the Lamb are one hundred and forty-four thousand Jews. These are those who have rejected the mark of the Antichrist and were sealed by God in Chapter 7. They are said to be the first fruits of a great multitude of people from every kindred, tongue, and tribe who will reject the Antichrist and put their faith in the Son of God.
1.  144,000:  With the lamb standing on Mt. Zion (Jerusalem) are the 144,000 who were sealed in chapter 7.  These are said to be Jews who are described here as men purchased from among men and offered as first-fruits to God and the Lamb.  
2.  They were purchased:  These men were purchased by the blood of Jesus and his sacrifice.  These are set apart, pure and holy.  These are thought to have been witnessing for Christ during the judgment period of the trumpets which were a very difficult time.  This time is considered God’s judgment on the earth.  
3. Another angel. In this instance truly an angel from heaven.
4. Eternal Gospel. This is the final opportunity to preach the gospel to all the nations, God’s last appeal.
5. Fallen is Babylon….if anyone worships the beast. A final reminder to receive the gospel of Christ or suffer the penalty.
[bookmark: _GoBack]6. Patient endurance on the part of the people of God. Those people who have accepted Christ as their Savior and have taken the mark of Christ on their forehead and resisted all of the beast’s attempts.
7. Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on. The seventh has sounded. There is no more persecution and no more tribulation. The only ones that will experience death are the unrepentant ones who will experience the bowl judgments and the battle of Armageddon.
8. And seated on the cloud. The angel has just received instructions from the Father, remember that no one knows the day or the hour but the Father.  This is probably Jesus being called an angel as has happened on several occasions in the Old Testament and in Revelation as well.
9. The time to reap has come. The raptured Saints are already in heaven, so the harvest probably relates to Israel or it is a 2nd reaping.  Many Bible scholars say that this scripture is reviewing or retelling the rapture that happened after the 6th seal.  There is really no way of knowing for sure until the actual event happens.  I will say that the Bowl Judgments are about to take place and scripture says that believers are not going to face God’s wrath so this may be a 2nd reaping.  I am not convinced either way.  
10. The earth was harvested. The angel appears to be giving Christ instruction from the Father. The reaping and bowl judgments go hand in hand.
11. Gather the clusters. This reaping is the final judgment of earth, as if the seven bowls weren’t enough now the beast and false prophet are gathering their forces for a battle.  This is gathering the lost world for final judgment.
12. 1,600 stadia. Two hundred miles, Every square inch of Israel would be soaked in blood that would ‘splash’ as high as a horses bridle.  Is this describing the final battle or another battle prior to the Armageddon encounter?



